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BROWN BAG DISCUSSION: DISABILITY IN FEDERAL LEGISLATION
February 3, 2012 by cpehrson
Those who attended the latest CPD Brown Bag Discussion got in on a good discussion about a variety of disability issues under
consideration in Congress and State legislature.
Marty Blair, Associate Director of the Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center (MPRRC) and Associate Director of the Center for Technical
Assistance for Excellence in Special Education (TAESE) at the CPD, led the discussion on Disability in Federal Legislation: The State of
"Stuck."
He indicated that the federal committees to watch included the Senate's Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) in the House the
Education and the Workforce (Republicans) or the Education and Labor (Democrats).
Current issues being considered that will impact individuals with autism and their families include the Combating Autism Act, the proposed
changes in the criteria for diagnosing autism, and insurance mandates for autism, which is a state decision... 29 of the 50 states already
have a mandate.
Other questions that are being discussed in Congress include: Will there be a separate funding for family support and self‑advocacy?
What about funding for adult services, specifically for those on the autism spectrum? What is "appropriate" education when
considering Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)? and Is there ever a need for seclusion and restraint?
After considering some of the current issues that are being discussed in Washington, DC, this sounds like a good time to keep tabs on what
is happening; even maybe a time to contact your own representative so your voice will be heard.
